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Henry Hudson, the Englishman, discover the New Netherlands
for the benefit of a Dutch trading company?

Such acts of divided allegiance were quite in keeping with
the internationalism of the late Middle Ages, and nobody took
any offence at them. To equip ships and sail to the other end
of the earth you needed a backer with a lot of money. If you
* were fortunate enough to find him at home, so much die better.
If not, what was the difference? Your idea remained just as
sound, whether financed by Spanish ducats or Dutch guilders or
English sovereigns.

In the case of Magellan certain alleged irregularities in con-
nexion with supplies for the troops in Morocco seem to have
been instrumental in making this Portuguese patriot decide that
he had better try his luck elsewhere. And so Magellan and his
idea bade farewell to their native land, crossed over into Spain
and went to see what could be done with that country's young
king, Charles I (better known as the Emperor Charles V), then
only eighteen years old, but said to be a bright boy and very
hard pressed for ready cash.

As for the plan which the Portuguese mariner hoped to sell
his Majesty, it was as follows: Magellan wanted to be given
command of a small squadron to try to discover a new entrance
into the sea which separated the West Indies from the real Indies.
These West Indies were now beginning to be known as America,
the name under which they had first appeared on the map which
Martin Waldseemuller (' Ilacomilus' to the learned world) had
published in the year 1507. To the man in the street, however,
they continued to be known as the West Indies, ajid as a result
there was a great deal of confusion, and when a sailor merely
asked permission to explore the Indies, who was to tell whether
he meant the East Indies or the West Indies ?

Magellan intended to give the West Indies a wide berth, make
for the south, and then endeavour to find some sort of opening
somewhere along that endless coast, through which he would be
able to slip quietly into Don Balboa's newly discovered sea. If